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" I would write more unto you, but I dare not be so bold, for considering the
great honour you are toward, it did not become me to put myself in presence; but
the remembrance of the pfi feet honesty that I have always known to be in you,
and the report of sir Geoige Seaford, which hath assuied me that the same thing
remains m you still, hath encouraged me to this. Wheieupon I beseech you not
to be forgetful of this my leanest; for if you do not help me, I am not like to have
worldly joys. Desning you, if you can, to let me have some answer of this for
the satisfying of my mind; for I know the queen of Britain will not forget her
secietary, and favour you will show

" Your umble sarvant,

" With heart unfeigned,

" York, the 12th day of July."                                           " JONE BULMEE."

The letter of Joan Bulmer was only the foretaste of what
Katharine had to expect. No sooner was the rumour of the king's
divorce from his new queen, combined with the report of his
passion for her, spread abroad, than she found herself beset with
those persons whom, of all the world, it was most to her interest
to have kept at a distance. The evil spirits who had departed
from her for a season retxirned to harass and intimidate her with
demands which she wanted the moral courage to withstand. In
fact, she had no power to extricate herself from these degrading
connections, unless she had revealed her former misconduct to
the king. But even if Katharine had been permitted by her
family to make such a disclosure to her royal lover, she was placed
in a predicament that left her only the alternative of becoming a
queen, or confessing her own disgrace: she chose the first.

The nuptials of the royal Bluebeard of English history with
Katharine Howard were privately solemnized within a few days
after he was released from his marriage vows to Anne of Cleves.
The day, the hour, the witnesses, and the person by whom the
nuptial benediction was pronounced, are not on record; but on the
8th of August, 1540, Katharine Howard was introduced by Henry
at Hampton Court as his queen. On that day she took her seat at
chapel in the royal closet by his side. She afterwards dined in
public, on which occasion she placed her youngest stepdaughter,
the princess Elizabeth, opposite to herself at table, and always gave
her the place of honour next to her own person, because she was
the daughter of her cousin Anne Boleyn. The historians of this
period bear universal testimony to the passionate fondness of
the king for his new consort. Marillac, the French ambassador,
who had enjoyed the opportunity of paying his compliments to
the royal pair on 6heir marriage, in a letter to his own sovereign
Francis I., dated September 3, 1540, gives the following lively
sketch of Katharine's appearance in her bridal court, and Henr/i